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Case 1.—Mrs. M , having an obstruction of the lachrymal 
duct presented herself for relief. 

Dr. B. remarked, that the lachrymal passage was formed by the 
lachrymal of each lid, the lachrymal sac and the nasal duct. The 
lachrymal canals, commencing at the puncta lachrymalia by cap- 
illary openings, continue their course inwards and downwards to 
empty into the lachrymal sac, which is of an oblong shape, and 
situated in the groove made by the os unguis and the nasal process 
of the superior maxillary bone, behind the tendon of the orbicularis 
muscle, having an inclination downwards, backwards and inwards; 
this sac connects with the nasal duct, which is formed by the inner 
wall of the maxillary sinus, os unguis, and inferior turbinated 
bone. ‘The whole canal is lined by a delicate mucous membrane» 
besides which the sac has a fibrous membrane. The obstruction 
to the flow of tears, may be in the lachrymal canals, sac, or nasal 
ducts; may be congenital, or the result of inflammation, &c. As 
Ihave sufficiently enlarged upon the subject in my lectures, I will 
confine myself to the case before us. The effect of inflammation 
of the mucous membranes, you are aware, is to produce thicken- 
ing and induration. In the present case it is the result of inflam- 
mation. The symptoms of the obstruction are, a discharge of the 
tears over the cheek, dryness of the corresponding nostril, and full- 
ness at the inner angle of the eye; if the obstruction be not removed, 


there is at length ulceration of the sac and a fistulous opening 
M 
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formed, of the effects of which I have already spoken. In the early 
stages of the obstruction our treatment is quite successful, in later 
stages an operation is necessary. In cases of inflammation, the 
usual local and general remedies are necessary, and the inhalation 
of the following as a snuff, is very efficacious, viz: 8.—Hellebore 
alb., grs. jv; hydrg. chlorid., 3j; sach. alb., 3jv—M. 

In cases of obstruction from syphilis, &c., the cause must first, 
as far as:possible, be removed. In chronic cases an operation is 
required. It consists in laying open the sac at the inferior margin 
of the tarsal ligament, by a bistoury, and introducing some sub- 
stance to dilate the passage. 

Dupuytren introduced small gold tubes into the passage, and 
many surgeons have followed his example, but it was not attended 
with great success, and is somewhat dangerous. I saw, while at 
Paris, several of these tubes extracted from situations somewhat 
removed from the nasal duct. Small pieces of catgut and elm- 
bark have been used, but with no greater success. I prefer curved 
silver stylets with small heads which retain them in their situations; 
these answer all the indications, and can be removed at any period. 
But gentlemen, the result is not as favorable as is to be desired. 

Our patient has submitted to the operation twice before, but 
with relief for limited periods. 

The Dr. then performed the operation and the patient was dis- 
missed. 


Case 2.—Miss , etat 8 years, with chronic enlargement 
of the tonsils. Dr. B. remarked, I suppose you have been told 
of the effects of chronic enlargement of the tonsils by my ca 
leagues ; so it will not be necessary for me to speak of any thing 
but the operation. It is an operation which although not painful, 
is attended with some inconvenience from the situation of the large 
vessels, &c., and the peculiar states of the glands where hemor 
hage might. occur. Although not connected with the subject, ! 
cannot refrain from speaking of some of the means to be resorted 
to, in cases of hemorrhage from wounds, &c., of the tonsils. 

Several years since, I removed the right tonsil from a lady. 
Some hours afterwards, I was called in haste to see her. . I found 
an alarming hemorrhage from the tonsil. After resorting to the 
regular prescribed remedies to no purpose, I feared the necessity 
of a ligature of the carotid, when it occurred to me to make 
compression upon the part. Introducing the fingers of one hand 
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into the mouth, and the other hand corresponding externally, I 
after a compression of half an hour, succeeded in entirely arrest 
ing the hemorrhage. 

There are many instruments in use for extraction of the tonsilss 
one called the “guillotine” is the best for children, but-I prefer 
the forceps and scissors for adults. The Dr. then performed ‘the! 
extraction, and the patient was dismissed. 


CasE 3.—Miss , with converging strabismus, of, right 
eye. 

Remarks. Gentlemen, this is my forty-third case, and, as I, 
have before remarked, I am well satisfied of the value of the 
operation. As this case is quite similar to others that have been 
before you, I will not detain you by further remarks. The ope- 
ration was then performed, and the eye resumed its normal posi- 


tion. 


Fatal Cuse of Visceral Disease, with Cerebral Symptoms—Post 


Mortem Examination. By J. Stricker, M.D., of Galena, Tis. 


GaLeNA, Feb. 14, 1845, 
D. Bratnarp, M. D.: 

Sir,—The following case, which recently occurred in my prac- 
tice; may possess some interest, and on that account I concluded 
to report it to you. 

On the 28th January, John Miller, a Carpenter, aged about 35 
years, called at my office, and stated to me that he was unwell, 
and asked me to take charge of his case. On inquiry, I found 
he had been unwell for two years; had an attack of remittent 
fever in the summer; suffered a great deal from delirium‘at thit 
time ; had since that time frequently been almost blind, from what 
he called weakness of his eyes. On examination, I found him 
laboring under disease of the liver, which appeared to be enlarged 


and: hard, and tender on pressure over the region of it. I applied 
ablister over the region of the liver, and his bowels being costive, 


gave him a dose of calomel and ipecac, which did not’ operate: 
The next day I followed it with a dose of ol. Ricini, and procured” 
free bilious discharges. The calomel produced a smart ptyalism, 
and he continued to discharge bile of a brownish color, by, emesis 
and by stool, in large quantities. There was also continued. hict 
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cough. To allay the latter, I gave laudanum, ether, and other 
antispasmodics, in large doses, but they had no effect. The dis- 
charges and hiccough continued, accompanied by a degree of 
delirium—he would answer questions correctly, but talked inco- 
herently—until the evening of the 7th February, when he died. 
During the whole of his sickness there was no febrile action, the 
pulse being low, the pupils of his eyes contracted, and the surface 


cool. 


Post Mortem Examination 12 hours afier Death.—On opening 
the cranium, I found extensive effusion had taken place. The 
dura mater and pia mater were adherent to each other, over the 
major part of both lobes of the brain. The falx cerebri was partly 
decomposed, and the ventricles were filled with water, and the 
whole substance of the brain very much softened. On opening 
the chest and abdomen, I found the lungs very dark colored, the 
right lobe adherent to the pleura, a considerable quantity of 
lymph in the air cells, but no tubercles. The right ventricle of 
the heart was hypertrophied, and the left very much thickened. 
The liver was very much enlarged, very dark-colored, and the 
whole upper surface of the right lobe was firmly adherent to the 
diaphragm. The stomach and intestines appeared healthy. I 
suppose the hiccough, upon which all remedies seemed to have 
no effect, was caused by the adliesion of the liver to the diaphragm. 

Yours, respectfully, 


J. STICKEL. 


PRACTICAL MEDICINE, &c. 


Bougies with Alum.—In diseases of the urethra, M. Jobert em- 
ploys alum in the following manner. He spreads upon a table 
some burnt alum, reduced to powder. He then takes a wax 
bougie of a size suited to the dimensions of the canal, heats the 
end of it at a lamp, kneads it with his fingers, and then rolls the 
portion thus softened in the powder. ‘This he continues till the 
bougie becomes thoroughly incorporated with it. When that 
is accomplished, the extremity of the bougie becomes white, 
and the superfluous alum is removed by a little friction. The in- 
strument is then dipped in oil, introduced, and maintained fora 
time in the portion of the urethra where the patient complains of pain. 

By this means M. Jobert is enabled to employ an application 
which, from the tightness of the canal in certain cases, he could not 
have done by means of the ordinary porte. caustique—Annales de 


Thérapeutique; as quoted in Jowr.de Méd. et de Chirurgie Pratiques. 
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Croton Oil Plaster —M. Bouchardat recommends the following 
method of preparing croton oil plaster. Melt eighty parts of gum 
diachylon plaster at a very gentle fire, and when it is semi-liquid, mix 
with it twenty parts of croton oil. The plaster which results is to be 
spread thickly on muslin. It will produce considerable irritation of 
the skin, and may be employed in all cases where revulsives are re- 
quired. It does not cause such severe pain as many other counter- 
irritants; and it may be applied over an extensive surface, so that a 
derivative action may be established proportional to the irritation 
which is to be combated,—an indispensable condition in the em- 
ployment of these heroic remedies. M. B. is fully of opinion that 
the croton oil plaster will be found available in the treatment of many 
chronic diseases, both of the respiratory apparatus, and of the ab- 
dominal viscera.— Annuaire de T'herapeutique. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 

In the American Journal of the Medical Sciences for January, 
we find a review of several recent works upon the new views 
respecting fecundation and menstruation. ‘The review embodies 
so much that is interesting and important, that we take the liberty 
of presenting our readers with a partial abstract, regretting that 
our limits will not permit us to make more copious extracts. The 
works reviewed are as follows: 


Positive Theory of the Fecundation of the Mammifere. By F. 
A. Poucuet, M. D., Paris, 1842.” 


4‘ Of Puberty and the Critical Age in Women, and of the Periodical 
Discharge of Ova by Women and the Mammifere. By M. A. 
Raciporsxt, M. D. &c., Paris, 1844, pp. 520.” 


“‘Proof of the Periodical Ripening and Separation of the Ova 
of Mammalia and Man, independent of Coitus, being the first 
condition of their Propagation. By ‘Tu. L. W. Biscuorr, 
M. D., P. D., &c., Giessen, 1844.” 

The review begins with a few introductory remarks as follows: 

‘The patience and industry with which the comparative anato- 
mist, aided by the microscope, has pursued the study of the intri- 
cate phenomena of animal life, through every stage and form of 
existence, and in the most minute structures, have been richly 
rewarded by the attainment of results as important, as in many 
instances they were unexpected. In no branch of physiology is 

this remark more true than in that which relates to generation; a 

subject of surpassing interest, and, within a very recent period 

only, shrouded in the darkest mystery and uncertainty. It is true, 
that much entirely impenetrable by our present means of investi- 
gation, remains stil] to be learned, but yet many steps in advance 
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have been made, which may encourage to. farther labor and.inves- 
tigation. The discovery, that the Graafian vesicle, instead. of 
being a glandular body, destined to secrete, a seminal, fluid, actu, 
ally contained an ovum, differing in the mammalia, in no essential 
respect from those of the inferior orders of animated beings, was 
of the utmost moment, by removing one of those distinctions 
which it was supposed existed between these orders, Still it-was 
alleged that sexual intercourse was requisite to cause, the formar 
tion of the Graafian vesicle. Investigation proved that they were 
found in virgins and even in infants. It was next asserted, that 
if sexual intercourse was not requisite to their formation, it was 
absolutely essential to the maturation and separation of the ova; 
driven again from this position, by the fact that in virgins, corpora 
lutea, which are the remains of ruptured vesicles, have been, found, 
as a last resort, the physiologist was compelled either to call to 
his aid the influence of a high state of sexual excitement, or to 
deny that true corpora lutea are formed in virgins, pointing out, at 
the same time, the means by which the true might be distinguished 
from the false. 

“The labors of distinguished men have, at length, solved all 
these difficulties, by showing conclusively, that at the period of 
heat in the mammalia generally, and at each menstrual period in 
woman, an ovum, which has been gradually developing itself ima 
Graafian vesicle of the ovary, becomes mature, bursts from, the 
vesicle and passes tnto the oviduct or Fallopian tube, whether 
sexual intercourse takes place or not, (indeed, that this whole 
phenomenon is entirely independent of céitus,) and that after 
having passed into the oviduct, it may be impregnated if connec- 
tion takes place, and the seminal fluid reaches it, or it may be ost. 

“But we are anticipating our subject, and must proceed to direct 
attention to the works above named, which are devoted to\the 
relation of the experiments and conclusions of the authors. on the 
subject of generation. As however, the work of M. Raciborski 
embraces a wider range, taking up the subject of menstruation in 
a hygienic and medical point of view also, it shall first be pre- 
sented to the reader, the discussion of the theory of the spopta- 
neous periodical discharge of ova being deferred, though its 
truth must be assumed, until it regularly comes up.in the course 
of this. work, when it shall be considered im connection. with the 
same doctrine as developed in the works of M. Pouchet, and, of 
M. Bischoff, which are more exclusively occupied. with the proofs 
of its truth. 

‘‘An abstract of some of the conclusions to which M. Raciborski 
had been conducted, respecting the causes which influence the 
period of puberty, with one of the valuable tables. upon, which 
these conclusions were based, was laid before the readers of. this 
Journal, in the April number of 1844, having, been extraeted 
from the valuable anatomical report of Mr. Paget... A brief recar 
pitulation of these will suffice for our purpose and will serve, as 
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an introduction to much other matter relative to. menstruation, 
which we would willingly give 7 extenso, so. well is it brought 
together.” 


This recapitulation, and that which follows, being the review of 
those portions of M. Raciborski’s work relating to “ Marriage in 
a medical and social point of view;” ‘*The hygiene of young 
girls, at the approach of puberty ;”’ “the different affections which 
may retard or interfere with the development of the Graafian, vesi- 
cles, and thus prevent menstruation;” we are obliged to omit, 
though replete with interest and practical importance, until some 
future occasion. The following remarks, however, bear such rela- 
tions to other parts which are to be presented, that we extract them: 


“The revolution of the economy which is observed at the age 
of puberty, is, as is well known, a very marked one even to the 
most superficial observer. M. Raciborski considers, that ‘the 
most unequivocal sign of procreative maturity, nay, even more 
certain than the menstrual evacuation itself, which, from its resem- 
blance to other hemorrhages, may sometimes lead to error, is the 
development of the mammary glands, of the pelvis, and ofthe 
external sexual organs,’ (p. 97,) especially the covering of the 
pubes with hair, for it is well ascertained, he says, that when these 
changes occur, the Graafian vesicles have arrived at a degree of 
development, at which ‘they only await the command to burst 
and cause the first laying, (ponte, ) which almost always coincidés 
with the first eruption of the menses;’ though such a ponte may, 
and probably does occur, he says, before any hemorrhage is 
observed, where girls experience periodically, for several months 
before their menses appear, colics and pains in the abdomen and 
loins, &c., p. 98. 

“In a note to his description of the ovaries, contained in this 
chapter, M. R. says, that to dissect an ovary properly, it. should 
be steeped in alcohol or boiling water, to harden the albuminous 
liquid iu the vesicles. This done, three incisions should be made 
through it, parallel to its long diameter, one along the median line, 
and one on each side; the two lateral incisions being close to the 
external envelop, present a large number of round depressions, 
filled, most of them, with a cheesy matter, white, or sometimes a 
little red—if a little blood is mixed with the albumen—of differ- 
ent sizes, rather more numerous on the anterior than the posterior 
surface of the ovary, which are, in fact, the Graafian follicles 
divided; whereas, upon the median incision; that which,is 
usually alone made, but few will be found, and- chiefly on the 
upper edge. By this mode of proceeding, some thirty or forty 
follicles will: be discovered in each ovary of ‘a young woman, at 
the period of puberty; these follicles being disseminated: around 
the proper substance of the ovary, which forms a central nucleus.’?! 
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We proceed with our extracts from the review: 


‘We are thus brought to the consideration of the facts upon 
which this new doctrine of generation is based; a doctrine which, 
by a coincidence not rare in the annals of science, is promulgated 
almost at the same moment by a number of distinguished men, 
whose occupations and pursuits have brought them by different 
trains of reasoning to the discovery, probably, in several instances, 
without a knowledge of each others labors. It is true, that the 
important truth had been foreshadowed, and even indistinctly per- 
ceived by recent investigators, as M. M. Négrier, Paterson, R. Lee, 
Jones, &c., who were, however, too rauch wedded to old opinions 
to yield themselves immediately to the new light which was break- 
ing in upon them; and it remained for M. Pouchet, the Professor 
of Zoology at the Museum of Natural History of Rouen, to give 
the first distinct and positive enunciation of the doctrine. In 
his work, whose title is given above, published in 1842, a work 
stamped with the impress of profound thought, clear perception, 
and thorough knowledge of the subject on which he was writing, 
M. Pouchet has developed, having taught it to his class since’ 
1835, “the positive theory of fecundation of the mammifere,’ 
with all the enthusiasm and energy of conviction. He has even 
anticipated and answered almost every objection; and although 
some few errors may be discovered, they must be attributed rather 
to the fact that his conclusions are based upon a learned scrutiny 
of the records of science, than upon actual experiments of his 
own relative to this point. 

‘‘ His conclusions are thus summed up in ten fundamental and 
three accessory physiological laws, the latter of which, though 
he considers them proved, may admit of argument. In a subse- 
quent portion of our notice the general accuracy of these will be 
shown, and some of their probable fallacies pointed out. 


“*¢1st Fundamental physiological law.—The human species 
forms no exception ; the phenomena of its generation follow laws 
analogous to those which are observed among the different animals, 
and they are even perfectly identical with the acts which take place 
among those which occupy the head of the zoological series. 

‘62d law.—Generation in all animals takes place by means of 
eggs, some inferior beings alone forming an exception. 

***3d law.—In the whole animal series the ovules pre-exist 
fecundation. 

**¢4th law.—Physical obstacles prevent, in the mammifere, 
the possibility of the seminal fluid being placed in contact with the 
ovules while yet’contained within the Graafian vesicles. 

**¢5th law.—In the whole animal series, without the possibility 
of question, the ovary emits its ovules independently of fecundation. 

‘**6th law.—In all the animals the ovules are emitted at periods 
fixed, and in relation with the increased periodical excitement of 
the genital organs. 
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“<7th law.—In the mammifere fecundation never occurs unless 
the emission of the ovules coincides with the presence of the se- 
mina] fluid. 

“8th law.—The emission of the catamenial discharge of wo- 
men corresponds with the phenomena of excitement which mani- 
fest themselves at the period of the amours of the different beings 
of the zoological series, and especially of the females of the mam- 
mifere. 

“¢9th law.—Fecundation offers a constant relation with the 
emission of the menses; thus, in the human species, it is easy to 
determine accurately the intermenstrual period at which concep- 
tion is physically impossible, and that at which it may be probable. 

“*10th law.—Assuredly there exist no ovarian pregnancies, 
properly so called. 

***1st Accessory physiological law.—Fecundation in the mam- 
mifere, is normally effected in the uterus. 

**¢2d law.—-Abdominal and tubar pregnancies do not indicate 
that fecundation is effected normally i the ovary, and that it is 
this which causes the emission of the ovules. 

‘**3d law.—Normally, the Fallopian tubes only contract from 
within outwards to transport the ovules.’—p. 11, 12. 

‘Important as was the work thus performed, it was requisite, 
before full credence could be reposed in tnis new doctrine, that it 
should be sustained and established by direct experiment: this 
task MM. Raciborski and Bischoff both claim, each for himself, 
to have performed; the former, it is true, with a full knowledge of 
the writings of M. Pouchet; the latter, as is evident from his work, 
without any such knowledge to stimulate him in the prosecution 
of his undertaking. M. Duvernoy, also, asserts his claims to have 
discovered this relation between the Graafian vesicle and menstru- 
ation; and he unquestionably did, in the autumn of 1842, develop 
this theory briefly before the scientific Congress, which assembled 
at Strasburg that year, founding his opinions on analogical proofs. 

* x x * * 


‘In support of their respective claims, the works whose titles 
have been placed at the head of this notice, have since appeared. 
Without pretending to decide positively respecting them, we can- 
not but think that the labors of M. Bischoff are best entitled to 
the merit of having experimentally proved the new doctrine, which 
he appears to us to have done in the most unquestionable manner. 
M. Raciborski, however, goes farther into the matter, not confining 
himself to the mere determniation of the law, but examining and 
illustrating some of its most important bearings, and applying it 
more strictly to women, upon whom his own observations appear 
chiefly to have been made. 

‘In the remarks which are to follow, we will take as our guide 
the truly experimental work of M. Bischoff. We have already 
observed that it was long supposed that the laws of generation in 
the mammalia and man differed essentially from those which were 
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known to govern the other classes of animals. Though’it was 
well ascertained that in these last the development, maturation 
and separation of the ova occur independently of the male, the 
contact of the male semen, however, being necessary for their 
final development—in the first it was supposed that the congress 
of the sexes was essential to give origin to the product which 
the female contributed for the future being. Recent discoveries, 
by disclosing the existence in the mammalia of ova, which, from: 
their minuteness, had escaped detection by earlier observers, dis- 
sipated in part the supposed distinction, although the belief still 
remained that, notwithstanding the demonstrated existence of cor- 
pora lutea in the ovaries of virgins, the act of cditus was requisite 
for the maturation and separation of the ova. The contact of the 
male semen was essential to fit them to be discharged. 

“Fully impressed with the idea that the exit of the ova from 
the ovaria was the consequence of coitus, or occurred during or 
soon after that act, M. Bischoff instituted a series of experiments 
for the purpose of ascertaining at what precise period the separa- 
tion took place. He established, indeed, satisfactorily to himself, 
though M. Pouchet denies the possibility of such an occurrence 
normaily, that in the dog, the semen penetrates in from twenty to 
twenty-four hours, and, in the rabbit, in from nine to ten houts, 
from the uterus, into which it is ejaculated during coitus, through 
the oviduct to the ovaries. But he was, at the same time, con- 
vineed of his error in supposing that the separation of the ova 
was determined by copulation, though calculations, founded upon 
the above results, were approximatively accurate in determining’ 
the period of separation; for, as a general rule, none of these 
animals will allow themselves to be covered until the moment of 
separation has arrived, although the symptoms of heat may have 
continued for several days. 

‘The following fact was among those which first opened his eyes. 
He took a young, stout, healthy bitch, which had never been 
pregnant, and carefully watched her. About the beginning of 
June, 1843, symptoms of heat were apparent, the dogs following 
her, and there being a bloody discharge from the vagina. She 
would not receive a dog, however, until the 11th of June, when 
she was lined, and immediately afterwards M. B. removed, from 
the living animal, the left horn of the uterus, with the oviduct and 
ovary of the same side. Upon an examination, with the micro~ 
scope, which was immediately made, living and moving sperma- 
tozoa were found in the upper extremity of this horn, though none 
could be found in the oviduct: but, to his astonishment, he dis- 
covered that five Graafian vesicles in the ovary had already burst, 
and corpora lutea were already distinctly formed; upon further 
examination, the five ova were fouud in the oviduet, having already 
advanced two inches, and resembling exactly ovary-eggs. The 
next morning, about twenty hours after copulation, at which time 
previous experiments had taught him the semen might reach the 
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ovary, the bitch was killed; and, although spermatozoa were ob- 
served still alive in the right horn, they had merely penetrated into 
the end of the oviduct, about two and a half lines. Five ova 
were observed at about the middle of this canal, and several lines 
apart, resembling, generally, those found on the left side, but not 
as yet surrounded by spermatozoa; while, on the ovary corre- 
sponding, there were five fresh corpora lutea more advanced than 
on the other side, but still presenting the central opening. 

‘“‘This experiment evidently proved that the separation of the 
ova had occurred previously to the copulation, for, as M. Bischoff 
remarks, copulation is now known never to have this effect, as he 
has found since, after several complete copulations of other bitches, 
that the Graafian vesicles were still entire, and besides, it is alto- 
gether improbable, that in a quarter of an hour, the ova could 
have advanced two inches in the oviduct, when they ordinarily 
require eight days to pass through its whole length of from two to 
three inches. 

«By a repetition of the experiments of Nuck, Haighton, Cruik- 
shank, Grassmayer, Blundell, &c., which consisted in interrupt- 
ing, by ligature or otherwise, the communication between the 
uterus and ovaries through the oviduct—experiments which, in 
their hands, were productive only of negative results, showing that 
fecundation was impossible under such circumstances, although 
corpora lutea were formed—M. Bischoff shows, that though the 
advance of the male semen through the oviduct to the ova is pre- 
vented, the Graafian vesicles still swell and burst, corpora lutea 
are formed, the ova pass out, arrive in the oviduct, and, not being 
vivified, shrink and perish, and that ‘hence, notwithstanding the 
intervention of copulation, the independent course of the develop- 
ment of the ova is proved.’—p. 18.” 

Here follow two experimental proofs, the one ‘‘ proves most 
conclusively the maturation and separation of the ovum in a young 
virgin animal, consequently entirely independent of copulation ;” 
the other “by a double experiment upon the same animal, proves 
as satisfactorily as possible, the ripening and separation of ova 
during heat and without the aid of the congress of the sexes.” 

M. Bischoff lays down the following law, “which it will be 
seen, brings the generation of the mammalia under the same gen- 
eral rule which obtains in that of all other classes of animals.” 


“‘* Both in mammalia and man, also, the self-forming ova in the 
ovaries of the female experience a periodical ripening, entirely 
independent of the influence of the male semen. At this period, 
which, in animals, is called heat, and in women, usually, men- 
struation, these matured ova separate themselves from the ovary 
and are pushed out. At this time, alone in animals, and espe- 
cially in women, are sexual desires also manifested. If cditus 
takes place, the fructification of the ovum follows, in consequence 
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of the material action of the male semen upon it. If céditus does 
not take place, the ovum does not the less separate from the ovary, 
pass into the oviduct, but there perishes. ‘The relations of time, 
however, as it appears, may vary in different animals within dif- 
ferent yet fixed limits. 'The semen may have sufficient time to 
reach the ovary before the ovum has separated. The ovum 
may also have already passed out, and the semen have first en- 
countered it in the oviduct; the action of the semen upon the 
ovum must still, however, always take place, if the ovum is to be 
developed, which development is commenced while it is still in 
the oviduct. But at this period of the periodical ripening of the 
ova, alone, can céitus be followed by fecundation.’””—pp. 4, 5. 


The Review proceeds then with the proofs of the applicability 
of this law to woman. Our limits oblige us to leave the subject 
here, with the intention of continuing our extracts at another time. 


Our Journal.—The present number completes the 1st volume 
of our Journal. We have to congratulate our friends and our 
selves upon the increasing popularity of our enterprise, evinced 
by the demand for the back numbers of our present vol., by the 
continual increase of our subscription list, and the complimentary 
letters volunteered by many of our subscribers. It is with plea- 


sure that we announce to our friends that our Journal is no longer 
to be considered an ephemeral work, but as established upon a 
firm foundation. Our monthly visits may still be expected. The 
first number of our second volume will be issued in April. No 
change in the form of the Journal, in the publishers, in the editor, 
or in the price of subscription, is anticipated. On our part, we 
promise our readers increased exertion, to render our next volume 
profitable and interesting; and we flatter ourselves, that our 
greater experience will assist our future endeavors, while the in- 
crease of our facilities, will, we trust, render our task more easy. 

We also have to thank our exchanges for the courtesies which 
they have extended to us, and the flattering notices which they 
have frequently made of our pages, hoping that our second vol- 
ume may be received by them with equal favor.—Ep. 
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